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Data Cited in Laying Down Roots: The Power of Citizenship

Immigrants own 27% of “Main Street” businesses, including more than 30% of grocery stores
and restaurants (Immigration Research Initiative, 2026)

Becoming a U.S. citizen can increase individual earnings by 8.9% (Urban Institute, 2015)

Nearly half of all green cards in 2024 went to immediate relatives of U.S. citizens

(Migration Policy Institute, 2026)

Naturalization increases the likelihood of homeownership by 6.3 percentage points

(Urban Institute, 2015)

An estimated 9 million lawful permanent residents are currently eligible to naturalize and
become U.S. citizens (Migration Policy Institute, 2024)

Immigrants founded 59% of America’s billion-dollar startups, collectively worth $5 trillion
(National Foundation for American Policy, 2026)

Naturalizing half of eligible immigrants in New York, Los Angeles, and Chicago, could add
almost $10 billion in combined earnings over ten years (Center for Popular Democracy (CPD),
the National Partnership for New Americans (NPNA), and USC Center for the Study of Immigrant

Integration (CSII), 2014)

Of the 50 million foreign-born people in the U.S., over half (51%) are naturalized U.S. citizens
(Migration Policy Institute, 2026)
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